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may fairly be expected to deter them from further wrong-
doing, or to modify their natures for the better.1 It is for
this reason that, while we rightly punish children and
animals, we do not punish madmen. These last are not
rightly liable to punishment, they are not held responsible,
because it has been found that punishment will not exert
on them its normal deterrent and improving effects.2
The attitude of the judge, or father, who has to punish,
is then : "I punish you in order that you may be deterred
from repetition of your bad conduct. I know that you
could not help it, but, if you are not punished, you will,
on the next occasion of temptation, still be unable to avoid
misconduct; whereas, if I now punish you, you will in
all probability be deterred ; and the punishment may
initiate or strengthen in you the habit of control of your
impulses, and, by inducing in you a greater regard for
authority, it may set the growth of your self-regarding
sentiment upon the right lines/' In other words, according
to the determinist view, if a man is morally punishable,
i.e.t responsible, it is because his wrong action was the
outcome of his own nature, was determined by conditions
of which the most important lie in his mental constitution,
and because it may reasonably be hoped that punishment
may modify his nature for the better.

If the opposed view is true, if a man's voluntary
actions are not in the main determined by conditions
comprised within the system of his mental constitution,
the only ground for punishing him must be the emotion
of resentment or revenge. For, if the issues of our moral
conflicts are decided, not by the conditions of our own
natures, but by some new beginning, some causal factor
having no antecedents, or by some mysterious influence

11 purposely avoid touching upon the more difficult moral prob-
lem, How fax is punishment of one man justified by its deterrent
or reforming effects upon others ?

* In so far as punishment will produce these effects upon madmen
they have a moral right to be punished. The medical profession
generally ignores this truth in its perennial conflict with the lawyers.
It is for them to determine which of the mental diseases render the
patient's conduct incapable of being controlled by punishment or by
the threat of it, and which leave him still susceptible to the deterrent
and reforming influence of punishment.